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CRIMINAL PSYCHOLOGY PROJECT: Please read this introduction carefully! 

Topic Choices of Research: Upon further reflection and planning, I am limiting the research topics to the following 
list. You will be researching one of the topics below and finding examples/ cases that fit into this topic. The topic 
you choose MUST be on this list!  

Remember: The purpose of your research is to LINK the psychological condition to a particular criminal/ crime!! 
That means you have to find at least one criminal/crime linked to this condition! 

Each assignment has a due date beneath it. You will email me your work on that due date. My email 
is mfriedman1@yonkerspublicschools.org  

 

RESEARCH TOPICS (CHOOSE ONE) 

Children Developing in Isolation 

Shared Delusion (Folie a Deux) 

Stockholm Syndrome 

The Psychology of Abu Ghraib Prison 

The Psychology of Jonestown: The Sad Fate of People’s Temple 

Erotomania 

Narcissistic Personality Disorder 

The Psychology of Domestic Abuse 

Dissociative Personality Disorder (Multiple Personality Disorder) 

The Psychology of Committing Hate Crimes  

The Psychology of Revenge 
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Legitimate Psychology Sources 

PsychCentral 

PsychologyToday 

Scientific American Mind 

National Institute of Mental Health 

Association for Psychological Science 

Brain: A Journal of Neurology 

British Journal of Psychiatry 

      CogPrints 

      Current Psychological Letters 

      Evolutionary Psychology 

     Journal of Abnormal Child Psychology 

     Journal of Neuroscience 

     Learning and Memory 

     American Psychological Association 

     Mayo Clinic 

     Child Mind Institute 

 

Non-Profit Organizations/ Mental Health Organizations 

You may research to find a non-profit organization for your particular topic, or you can go to mentalhealth.gov to 
see if there is one on the list provided on that website. 

 

Government Agencies:  

You can go to the following or try to research other government agencies 

AHA (American Hospital Association), NIMH (National Institute of Mental Health), NAMI (National Alliance on Mental 
Illness), etc. 
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Criminal Psychology Research Project ASSIGNMENTS 

First, you must choose a topic from the above list. Your topic MUST be from the above list. Once you choose, you 
will begin to collect sources about this topic and specific cases and individuals that fit into this topic.  

SOURCES 

You will need to find FOUR different types of sources for your research project. The sources must be four of the 
following: 

1. A legitimate psychological source from the above list  

2. a non-profit agency  

3. a government agency such as NIH (National Institute of Mental Health)  

4. A lecture or interview (video or written transcript) 

5. A documentary (video) 

6. A news article 

7. Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM IV or V) 

 

FINDING, UNDERSTANDING and WRITING ABOUT SOURCE 1: You may choose any of the above types of sources as 
your first source. 

Step 1: Search for a source related to your topic 

Step 2: Read or watch the source.  

Step 3: Write an essay (1 ½ to 2 pages, in Times New Roman, 12-point font) in the following structure:  

Summary: Summarize the main ideas of the source. Utilize at least 2 quotes in your summary and be sure to have 
in text citations in parenthesis after quotations (Author, Title) 

Evaluation: Discuss the claims and types of evidence used to support the claims and main points. Use any 
additional quotes to support these main points. Evaluate the strength of the information and attitudes of the 
organization or author. 

Response: Respond to the article (agree, disagree, reactions, etc). How does the source enlarge your 
understanding of the topic? 

MLA Work Cited: Look up how to write an MLA citation for this type of source. Write the MLA citation at the end of 
the essay 

WORK FOR SOURCE #1 DUE: MARCH 20TH 

 

FINDING, UNDERSTANDING and WRITING ABOUT SOURCE 2: You may choose any of the above types of sources as 
your second source, but it must not be the type you chose for your first source. 

Step 1: Search for a source related to your topic 

Step 2: Read or watch the source.  

Step 3: Write an essay (1 ½ to 2 pages, in Times New Roman, 12 point font) in the following structure:  

Summary: Summarize the main ideas of the source. Utilize at least 2 quotes in your summary and be sure to have 
in text citations in parenthesis after quotations (Author, Title) 

Evaluation: Discuss the claims and types of evidence used to support the claims and main points. Use any 
additional quotes to support these main points. Evaluate the strength of the information and attitudes of the 
organization or author. You may investigate who this source is by doing a little research into the person’s or 
organization’s background, history, and bio in order to evaluate the source’s credibility. Is the source credible? 

Response: Respond to the article (agree, disagree, reactions, what you think is the most interesting part, etc.). 
How does the source enlarge your understanding of the topic? How does it compare to source #1? Compare sources. 

MLA Work Cited: Look up how to write an MLA citation for this type of source. Write the MLA citation at the end of 
the essay.  
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WORK FOR SOURCE #2 DUE: MARCH 26TH 

 

FINDING, UNDERSTANDING and WRITING ABOUT SOURCE 3: You may choose any of the above types of sources as 
your third source, but it cannot be the type you chose for your first 2 sources. 

Step 1: Search for a source related to your topic 

Step 2: Read or watch the source.  

Step 3: Write an essay (1 ½ to 2 pages, in Times New Roman, 12 point font) in the following structure:  

Summary: Summarize the main ideas of the source. Utilize at least 2 quotes in your summary and be sure to have 
in text citations in parenthesis after quotations (Author, Title) 

Evaluation: Discuss the claims and types of evidence used to support the claims and main points. Use any 
additional quotes to support these main points. Evaluate the strength of the information and attitudes of the 
organization or author. You may investigate who this source is by doing a little research into the person’s or 
organization’s background, history, and bio in order to evaluate the source’s credibility. Is the source credible? 

Response: Respond to the article (agree, disagree, reactions, what you think is the most interesting part, etc.). 
How does the source enlarge your understanding of the topic? How does it compare to Source #1 and Source #2? 
Compare sources. 

MLA Work Cited: Look up how to write an MLA citation for this type of source. Write the MLA citation at the end of 
the essay. This essay should have all three sources since you are discussing all three! 

WORK FOR SOURCE #3 DUE: March 31st  

 

FINDING, UNDERSTANDING and WRITING ABOUT SOURCE 4: You may choose any of the above types of sources as 
your fourth source, but it cannot be the type you chose for your first 3 sources. 

Step 1: Search for a source related to your topic 

Step 2: Read or watch the source.  

Step 3: Write an essay (1 ½ to 2 pages, in Times New Roman, 12-point font) in the following structure:  

Summary: Summarize the main ideas of the source. Utilize at least 2 quotes in your summary and be sure to have 
in text citations in parenthesis after quotations (Author, Title) 

Evaluation: Discuss the claims and types of evidence used to support the claims and main points. Use any 
additional quotes to support these main points. Evaluate the strength of the information and attitudes of the 
organization or author. You may investigate who this source is by doing a little research into the person’s or 
organization’s background, history, and bio in order to evaluate the source’s credibility. Is the source credible? 

Response: Respond to the article (agree, disagree, reactions, what you think is the most interesting part, etc.). 
How does the source enlarge your understanding of the topic? How does it compare to Source #1, Source #2 and 
Source #3? Compare sources. 

MLA Work Cited: Look up how to write an MLA citation for this type of source. Write the MLA citation at the end of 
the essay. 

WORK FOR SOURCE #4 DUE: APRIL 6th 

 

 

 


